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£125 million to boost the attainment of poor children 

  

The Government has awarded £125 million to the Sutton Trust as the lead charity in partnership with 

Impetus Trust to establish a new major programme to boost the attainment of some of the country's 

most disadvantaged children. 

  

The Education Endowment Fund (EEF) will be used to both initiate grants and seek innovative and 

bold proposals from schools, teachers, local authorities and charities to improve the performance of 

poor pupils in the country's lowest performing schools. 

  

The Fund, which will be housed in a new charity established by the Sutton Trust and, in partnership 

with Impetus, will aim to identify and support cost effective, sustainable, and carefully evaluated 

projects to narrow attainment gaps in the classroom - creating a lasting educational legacy for 

100,000s of disadvantaged children. The EEF will be created by a one-off, arms-length grant from the 

Department for Education. 

  

Selection criteria for bids will be unveiled in the early summer when the new charity is officially 

launched - and the first round of grants will be made in the Autumn. It is envisaged that as much as 

£200 million will be allocated in total over the 15 year lifetime of the programme - with the extra 

money coming from fund-raising and investment returns.  

  

Sir Peter Lampl, chairman of the Sutton Trust, and chairman of the new charity, said: “The Fund is an 

unprecedented opportunity to create a lasting legacy to improve the life chances of the country's most 

disadvantaged children and improve social mobility. In many ways this represents the culmination of 

the Sutton Trust's work, and I am convinced that we will uncover highly cost effective and innovative 

projects which will influence the way billions of public money is spent on supporting disadvantaged 

children.” 

  

Daniela Barone Soares, Chief executive of Impetus Trust, said: “We are thrilled to be one of the 

drivers behind an investment of this scale with such potential to make a real difference for 

disadvantaged children. The gap in attainment between disadvantaged children and their better-off 

peers results in an impoverished society, and has existed for far too long. We look forward to applying 

our expertise to develop and scale up education projects so that many more disadvantaged students 

are able to get the support they need to succeed.” 



  

Secretary of State for Education, Michael Gove, said: “I am delighted that the Sutton Trust, a charity 

at the forefront of tackling educational inequality, together with Impetus Trust, will manage this 

important new fund.” 

  

Notes to editors 

  

 The Sutton Trust as the lead charity in a partnership with Impetus Trust was appointed to 

administer the Education Endowment Fund following an open competition involving 14 

charities undertaken by the Department for Education. 

  

 For the first two years of the Fund, applications will only be accepted from, or in partnership 

with, underperforming primary and secondary schools in England. Grants will aim to raise the 

attainment of children eligible for Free School Meals, and available not just to schools or 

Local Authorities but also to voluntary and community sectors, public sector organisations, co-

ops, mutuals, charities and social enterprises. 

  

 A stark attainment gap persists between children eligible for Free School Meals and more 

advantaged children at every Key Stage of primary and secondary school. 

  

 A key strand of the programme will be to commission robust evaluations of the projects 

piloted, to create a bank of approaches proven to work at improving attainment of 

disadvantaged pupils. 

  

 Selection criteria for bids will be published in the early summer, and the first projects will be 

funded in the Autumn. The Fund will eventually allocate £10-15 million each year to projects. 

  

 The Sutton Trust is investing £750,000 in cash to underpin the development of the new 

charity, while the Impetus Trust is committing £250,000.  Both Trusts are also making 

substantial in-kind contributions of staff resources and expertise. 

  

 The Fund will not be accepting proposals until the early summer. 

  

For further information, contact: 

Tim Devlin, Sutton Trust, on 07939 544 487, tim.devlin.ostuni@googlemail.com 

Amy Stillman, Impetus Trust, amy@impetus.org.uk 

Amie Tilford, Department for Education, Amie.TILFORD@education.gsi.gov.uk 

Please see also: http:www.education.gov.uk/news 
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The Sutton Trust aims to improve social mobility and address educational disadvantage.  Since 1997 

the Trust has funded over 100 research studies and has profoundly influenced the national agenda.  It 

is however primarily a do tank and has funded a wide range of initiatives, from early years, through 

primary and secondary schooling and access to higher education and the professions. These 

initiatives have been thoroughly evaluated and those that have been shown to be cost effective, for 

example summer schools and partnerships between independent and state schools, have been taken 

up by others, notably Government. 

  

Impetus Trust (www.impetus.org.uk) strives to make the biggest difference with donors’ money by 

helping the charities and social enterprises it supports to achieve a transformational change in their 

performance. The ultimate goal is to enable these charities to have a greater impact on the lives of 

economically disadvantaged people. Through its financial support and deployment of high-calibre 

experts and co-investment partners, Impetus has helped its portfolio charities grow their income by an 

average of 31% a year and increase the number of people they help by 40% a year. Since actively 

focusing on this leveraged approach, Impetus has been able to generate an additional £4 of funding 

for its charities, for every £1 it invests. 
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