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3 May 2011
For immediate release

IMPETUS TRUST ATTRACTS LEADERS FROM ACROSS THE CHARITY, FINANCE AND BUSINESS SECTORS TO ITS NEW ADVISORY COUNCIL

London, UK – John Elkington, Founding Partner and Executive Chairman of Volans, the think tank and consultancy that focuses on social innovation, has confirmed he will join the Impetus Trust’s new advisory council.  

Elkington, who is also the co-founder of SustainAbility and of Environment Data Services, brings over 30 years’ experience in research and consulting to Impetus Trust and has been described by BusinessWeek as “a dean of the corporate responsibility movement”.

Also joining the council are David Carrington, an independent consultant working with charities, companies and the government on the funding and governance of charities and social enterprises, and Dianne Jeffrey, chair of Age UK.  

The 18-member Advisory Council will meet twice a year to debate issues of strategic importance to society, consider how financial and political trends may affect the Impetus portfolio and explore options for multiplying the impact of Impetus Trust.

In its first eight years Impetus Trust has raised £18m, delivered an average 31% growth in income for its first 12 investments and, via its portfolio, is helping more than 250,000 people a year.  Its scale-up strategy through 2012/13 includes ambitions to triple the size of its active portfolio of charities.

Commenting on the new advisory council, Impetus Trust Chief Executive Daniela Barone Soares said: “Impetus Trust has extremely ambitious plans to scale up its work and the impact its portfolio of charities and social enterprises have on the root causes of economic disadvantage. The expertise of our new advisory council will play a crucial role in helping us achieve our vision and we are very fortunate to have secured the support of some of these preeminent leaders.”

Also sitting on the Council are leaders from the business, private equity, academic and media sectors, including Ian Meakins, Chief Executive of Wolseley Plc, Martin Dickson, Deputy Editor of the FT, Ian Armitage, Chair, HgCapital, and Josh Lerner, Professor of Investment Banking at Harvard Business School. 

A full list of members and biographies is available.

Find out more about Impetus on www.impetus.org.uk. 
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· Impetus Trust (www.impetus.org.uk) works to break the cycle of poverty by investing in ambitious charities and social enterprises that fight economic disadvantage. It uses a highly effective venture philanthropy model to accelerate the growth of carefully selected organisations so they can help more economically disadvantaged people to gain education, skills and jobs. 
· Organisations backed by Impetus Trust have increased the average number of disadvantaged people they help by a staggering 40% a year.
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