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Poorest students half as likely to meet basic standards
- Challenge for the new Education Endowment Foundation laid bare



Research for the new Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) has revealed the extent of the attainment gap between poor children in the most challenging schools and the rest of the pupil population. 

The 165,000 pupils that the EEF will target are half as likely as their better-off peers to reach national standards at primary level (40% v 81%), and one third as likely to reach national standards at secondary level (18% v 61%).  

White British pupils face particular challenges, accounting for 70% of EEF target pupils, but being half as likely to achieve expected standards in their GCSEs as Bangladeshi students, for example.

Worryingly, the results of the poorest pupils in primary schools not meeting government targets have got worse over the last three years. Two fifths of these pupils reached national standards in 2010, a drop of nearly 13% compared with the performance of pupils from those schools in 2008 when nearly half (45%) met the standards.  This downward trend contrasts markedly with that for pupils in other primary schools where almost four fifths reached national benchmarks last year – and standards are rising. 

The Education Endowment Foundation has been set up by the Sutton Trust as lead charity in partnership with Impetus to support projects to raise the attainment of pupils eligible for free school meals in schools underneath government floor standards. It will launch on 12 July and will be open to applications from charities, schools, local authorities and other not-for-profit organisations. The EEF is initially funded by £125 million from the Department for Education and, together with income from the endowment and fundraising, intends to spend over £200 million.

Sir Peter Lampl, Chairman of the EEF and the Sutton Trust, said:  "This research is a stark reminder of the inequalities facing poor pupils in this country. The children and young people the EEF aims to benefit deserve better - and we hope that by identifying, developing and evaluating projects which are cost effective and scalable, we can start to have a lasting impact on their lives, as well as influencing the way government and schools spend their billions. Too little is known about what works in raising the achievement of the poorest pupils and it is incumbent on us, as custodians of the EEF and the unprecedented opportunity it represents, to help address this."

Daniela Barone Soares, Chief Executive of Impetus and a trustee of the new EEF, commented:  “Through the EEF, we will be looking to support projects that will make a lasting difference in the life chances of the most disadvantaged pupils. Our focus will be on building a knowledge base of those interventions that have the greatest impact, and building the capability and capacity of the sector to ensure that what works can reach those children who most need the support. That dual focus, on identifying the most impactful interventions and ensuring the infrastructure is in place to deliver them, is what we believe will enable the Education Endowment Fund to drive major change in educational attainment and in many children’s lives.”

Education Secretary, Michael Gove, said:

“It is a scandal that the results of the poorest children in the weakest primary schools have actually worsened over the last three years.  This new endowment fund, combined with the Pupil Premium and our other school reforms, will ensure that more resources and expertise get to the children who need it most. I am delighted that the Sutton Trust – in partnership with the Impetus Trust – is taking forward this hugely important work.”


Notes to editors

This report summarises the key findings from an analysis of the 165,000 disadvantaged pupils (those eligible for Free School Meals) in English primary and secondary schools that do not meet government floor standards in national exams.  The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) is an independent charity dedicated to raising the educational attainment of these pupils. The research was based on analysis from the Department for Education and undertaken by the Sutton Trust with pro bono support from the Boston Consulting Group. 

The EEF will identify, develop, support and evaluate projects to raise the achievement of disadvantaged children in the country's most challenging schools. It will focus particularly on supporting innovative projects and on scaling-up projects which are cost effective and have the potential to be replicated in other schools.  Proving what works in raising attainment will be at the heart of the approach, with all projects independently evaluated. The EEF will make sizeable grants to schools, charities, educational institutions and other not-for-profit organisations.

Details of the types of grants the EEF will make can be found, from Tuesday 12th July, at www.educationendowmentfoundation.com

The Sutton Trust aims to improve social mobility and address educational disadvantage.  Since 1997 the Trust has funded over 100 research studies and has profoundly influenced the national agenda.  It is however primarily a do tank and has funded a wide range of initiatives, from early years, through primary and secondary schooling and access to higher education and the professions. These initiatives have been thoroughly evaluated and those that have been shown to be cost effective, for example summer schools and partnerships between independent and state schools, have been taken up by others, notably Government.
www.suttontrust.com


Impetus Trust strives to make the biggest difference with donors’ money by helping the charities and social enterprises it supports to achieve a transformational change in their performance. The ultimate goal is to enable these charities to have a greater impact on the lives of economically disadvantaged people. Through its integrated support package of grants, hands-on management support and pro bono expertise, Impetus has helped its portfolio charities grow their income by an average of 31% a year and increase the number of people they help by 40% a year. www.impetus.org.uk
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