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6 December 2010
For immediate release
Impetus Trust backs COUI – Teens & Toddlers in fight against youth social exclusion
London, UK – The UK’s venture philanthropy pioneer Impetus Trust today announces a second phase of investment in COUI – Teens & Toddlers, a charity working to raise aspirations of disadvantaged young people and keep them in education, employment or training.
Impetus Trust’s second investment period will span three years and bring the total of funds injected into the charity to £350,000. The investment follows a successful initial 18-month period during which Impetus worked closely with the charity on developing a three-year business plan to expand operations and treble the number of young people they are able to help.
Through its innovative programme, in which at-risk teens act as role models to vulnerable toddlers in a supervised nursery environment, COUI – Teens & Toddlers provides early intervention that targets both sets of children, the teenagers and the toddlers. 
Impetus Chief Executive Daniela Barone Soares said: “Since we made our initial investment in COUI-Teens & Toddlers, we have repeatedly seen the impact of the work they are doing to help teenagers develop. This often seems like it is the first time they have a sense of their own potential and have been given the tools they need to start making meaningful progress in their lives. We are delighted to make a second investment in COUI – Teens & Toddlers to help them to grow, because we believe they have developed a powerful model to prevent disadvantaged young people from remaining trapped in the cycle of poverty the country has seen for too long.  The multiplier effect of seeing more and more lives being transformed in such a significant way is what we work for.”
COUI – Teens & Toddlers Chief Executive Diana Whitmore said: “Entering into the second phase of investment and partnership with Impetus means the world to us.  As a charity we have been enriched, expanded and moved further towards excellence in everything that we do – from our organisational structure, staffing, governance, impact evaluation to the programmes we run and the young people we serve.  Partnership with Impetus parallels what Teens & Toddlers does for young people – challenges and inspires us all to be the best that we can be.”  
Find out more about Impetus on www.impetus.org.uk
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Impetus Trust (www.impetus.org.uk) works to break the cycle of poverty by investing in effective, innovative charities and social enterprises that are tackling the root causes of economic disadvantage: lack of education, skills and employment.  
Impetus Trust support package consists of strategic funding, hands-on management support and specialist expertise. Through this strategic combination, Impetus helps charities and social enterprises to achieve transformational change in their performance. 
In 2009/10 Impetus portfolio charities achieved annual growth on number of people helped of 40% and annual income growth of 31%– which is more than eight times the sector average. Through its deployment of high-calibre experts and co-investment partners in addition to the strategic funding, Impetus has been able to generate nearly £4 more of funding for its charities, for every £1 it invests.

COUI – Teens & Toddlers (http://www.teensandtoddlers.org/) was founded in 2001 to address social exclusion and high teenage pregnancy rates via targeted youth support initiatives consisting of a range of programmes that give disadvantaged young people the life skills, knowledge and self belief they need to keep them in education, employment and training.  
Most noticeably, the Teens & Toddlers programme encourages at-risk teenagers to act as role models to toddlers in a safe nursery environment. The programme offers a holistic youth development approach, raising self esteem, aspirations and educational attainment. Additionally, participants earn an accredited National Award in Interpersonal Skills, Level 1 (NCFE).
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