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8 November 2011
For immediate release
New initiative to help the UK’s most disadvantaged “under 5s” 
to get a fairer start in life
London, UK - Impetus Trust, the UK pioneer of venture philanthropy, and leading education charity The Sutton Trust, announced today the first three organisations they have chosen to invest in as part of their joint Early Years Initiative.
These innovative and ambitious organisations – Ripplez, Family Links and I CAN – have been selected for their evidence-based work with economically disadvantaged children aged 0 – 5 and their parents, to help bridge the gap in school readiness between those children and their better-off peers.
Ripplez offers an intensive and structured home visiting programme for first-time teenage mothers, which has proven to improve the children’s long-term health development and future school readiness. Family Links works to improve emotional well-being and parent/child relationships through its Nurturing Programme. I CAN’s Early Talk programme provides effective early intervention for children with speech and language difficulties. 
The objective of the Impetus – Sutton Early Years Initiative, to improve the life chances of disadvantaged young children, is based on extensive research showing that the first years in a child's life are crucial in laying the foundations for successful cognitive, emotional and physical development – and will strongly correlate to the child’s attainment in adulthood. 
Each organisation selected as part of the Initiative will receive a support package including unrestricted funding of up to £400k, in addition to tailored capacity-building support from the Impetus investment team and the Initiative partners’ network of consultants and advisers.
Impetus Chief Executive Daniela Barone Soares said, “It’s unacceptable that children’s futures in the UK are still so influenced by their economic background at birth. At Impetus we are proud to focus our expertise at scaling up proven charities and social enterprises on one of the most vulnerable segments of society – young children and their families – and are excited at the prospect of helping to put an end to the current inequalities they face. I can hardly think of a more deserving group, and one with greater potential to make a difference in the future of this country.”
Sir Peter Lampl, Chairman of The Sutton Trust said, "Our joint initiative with Impetus gives us the opportunity to provide the wide-ranging support that charities need to develop new ideas, become self-sustaining and scale up their activities. The mix of skills and expertise that the Sutton Trust and Impetus bring to the initiative will be crucial to its success - and is why we have such high hopes for the futures of the organisations we are supporting."

Read more about the Impetus-Sutton Early Years Initiative.
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Impetus Trust (www.impetus.org.uk) works to break the cycle of poverty by investing in ambitious charities and social enterprises that fight economic disadvantage. It uses a highly effective venture philanthropy model to accelerate the growth of carefully selected organisations so they can help more economically disadvantaged people to gain education, skills and jobs. 
Organisations backed by Impetus Trust are helping more than 250,000 people to escape the cycle of poverty.
For more information about how Impetus works with the charities and social enterprises in its portfolio, and the impact it is having, please watch the short video at the right bottom corner of this page http://www.impetus.org.uk/what's-special-about-impetus/our-innovative-approach/. 

The Sutton Trust (www.suttontrust.com) aims to improve social mobility and address educational disadvantage.  Since 1997 the Trust has funded over 100 research studies and has profoundly influenced the national agenda.  It is however primarily a do tank and has funded a wide range of initiatives, from early years, through primary and secondary schooling and access to higher education and the professions. These initiatives have been thoroughly evaluated and those that have been shown to be cost effective, for example summer schools and partnerships between independent and state schools, have been taken up by others, notably Government.
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